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Egypt: Exchanging a Dictator for a Torturer 
 

 
 
2/5/2010 
As it now stands, the United States appears content to contemplate exchanging Hosni 
Mubarak for Egypt's new Vice President, Omar Suleiman, the Egyptian spy master--that 
is, one dictator for another-- to maintain the status quo. Of course, Israel must sign off on 
this deal, assuring the U.S. that Egypt can remain as its main base in the 
region, straddling as it does North Africa and the Middle East. Without it, the U.S. would 
most definitely have to rethink its entire neo-colonial policies  in the region. 

As for Suleiman, he looks to be a  nasty piece of work.  Agence France Press has pulled 
together the basics: 

For US intelligence officials, he has been a trusted partner willing to go after Islamist 
militants without hesitation, targeting homegrown radical groups Gamaa Islamiya and 
Jihad after they carried out a string of attacks on foreigners.A product of the US-Egyptian 
relationship, Suleiman underwent training in the 1980s at the John F. Kennedy Special 
Warfare School and Center at Fort Bragg in North Carolina.... 

After taking over as spy director, Suleiman oversaw an agreement with the United States 
in 1995 that allowed for suspected militants to be secretly transferred to Egypt for 
questioning,...  

 


